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22nd April* 1942. 



Dear Lyon, 


We here had reports from Kermansbah which show 
that the Ustender returned to hie headquarters on 13 th 
April from hie visit to Knrdlatan to meet the tribal 
leaders. 


2 . 


Re stated tbat he 


hononr bjr the chiefs and 
Kerim Beg* eon of Jafar Sultan. 


caivefl^ with marked 

riendsblp 



3 


The K«rde prt forward derrwmfia, of which 



chief were 


(a) Karim Beg to be Jtarmandar, 

(b) Bakhsoun; and Amniysh to be Knrds, 

(o) schools to be opened* 

(d) roads to be improved to enable local 
prodnce to be sent to Kerens hah. 

4 . The Kcrda declared their wil* ingrwab to give 
hostagec for good behavior?, bet asked for the releaee 
of a nrtober of chiefs still held in Tehran. 


5* The Uatandar haa stated that he will ask the 
Government at Tehran to give him authority to aoeept 
these terms. 



6 . 


Bio Majesty's Consol foresees however that 


Shehbakhti 



y insist that the sarrendsr of rifles shoold 



be s condition of settlement with the Korda and he 
fears tbat it this happens it will be difficult to make 
peace. 


Yonrs sincerely, 


LT- COL Oil] 


IH 


W. A.LYON, G.B.E. 


(SIGNED) V. HOLT. 
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The attached copy of Lt-Col. Fletcher’s letter 
No.l3tt./Pii of 1C April 42 is passed to you please, with the 


request the t yoa might very kindly furnish the information 


required. 
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Despatch No. 


British Consulate 

Kermanehah. 
April I&th. Ii>42. 


Sir* 

V . I have the honour to confirm ray telegram No. 50 of the 

.t ' 14hh April, and to forward herewith copy of the Political 

; Adviser!s telegram to the Military Attach* at Tehran referred 
to therein, describing briefly the result of the Ustander's 
first contact with the dissident Kurdish leaders • 1 have also 

to report that the Ustander ( accompanied by the Paraandar ) 
called on me this morning and gave me an account of his jour¬ 
ney to the Paveh district; this account closely corresponds 
to that given by Lt.-Col. Fletcher in his telegram referred 
to above • 

2. Prom the Uetander's description of the welcome he received 
in Kurdistan he appears to enjoy the confidence and friend¬ 
ship of the Kurds and especially of Kerim Beg, the eldest son 
and successor of Jsafer sultan tooths headship of the Avromani 
Kurds, as far as the restoration of order in that area of 
Kurdistan is concerned there should be little difficulty j 
indeed, the Ustander assured me that order already existed 
there and that, under Kerim Bg it should be s simple matter 
to bring that part of Kurdistan under the control of the 
Iranian Government, provided that a number of concessions - 
reasonable Kurdish demands for the most part- are made by the 
Iranian Authorities • He Intended to send to Tehran the de¬ 
mands addressed to him by the Kurdish dissidents - the latter 
include representatives of a large number of influential 
tribes— including the Waladbegi and the Ghobadl - and he 
proposed recommending that everything possible be done to 
satisfy these Kurds. By showing clearly to the latter that the 
Iranian Government is animated with a sincere desire to redress 
their ligltimate grievances he hopes to influence the other 
Kurdish leader a- like Hama Rashid , whose influence extended 
over areas further north. to coma to terms. If Hama Rashid and 
his companions saw that the Kurds in the Paveh district were 
being reasonably treated it was vary likely that they too 
would agree to ocas to terms • He did not intend to get in 
touch with Hams Raohld until he had settled with the leaders 
of the group of Kurdish tribes contacted by him on the I I/I 5th 
April ; he hoped that the Iranian Government would give him 
wide powwrs to make whatever concessions seemed to be necessary* 
5. Ha mentioned that I heavy and 8 light machine guna had 
been pressed upon him by Kerim Beg who stated that ha had 6 
heavy and 18 light maohlns guna in his area; from remarks he had 
heard he estimated that the Kurds had bat wean ft 000 and 6,000 
rifles in their poses eel on . He had. howsver, considered it 
unwise at tha first lntsrvlew with iha Kurdish leaders to 
damand tha surrender of rifles es e preliminary condition for 
a settlement with the Kurds. Tha point la, howsvsr, bound to 
crop up whan detailed discussions with the Kurds begin 7 within 
the next few daya^Foenerel Shahbakhtl shews any uncompromising 
attitude towards this question he may make the Ustandar's teak 
of paolfloation more difficult; it 4s to he hoped..therefore that 
tyy a™ah import* »«* w^i nff* to the lisddiets 

surrender or eras . indeed I am of opinion that the possession^ 

of arms by the Kurds—who ere generally pro-British in sentiment 

la 

Sir Reader s. Bullard. K.C.M.G. C.I.R. 

Hie Majesty*a Minister, 

British legation 

Tehran • 







♦ 


42 - 


is not bgr any n«tat undesirable for lx the Iranian Army did 
undar oartain unpredictable oireumatanoaa. Mtk to haraaa tha 
British Arag f in Iran tha Kurds might if aneouragad to do ao 
ba useful in helping ua against tha Iranian troopa whoa they 
hata ao bittarly. 

4. Tha Uatandar asicad today to aasiat him in deciding what 
reforms ought to ba carried out in Kurdistan and in examining 
tha grievances of the Kurds* I explained to him that while 
I was always ready to give advioe or assistance) I was debarred f 
from intervening in tha Kurdish question as H.M. Government 
had all along adopted a policy of non-intervention • Re a sited 
me whether if I could take no official action I oould not at 
least give him the benefit of ay private advioe. I agreed to let 
him know my personal views regarding the pacification of 
Xurdiatan but mads it dear that I could not sit on any Commis¬ 
sion which might be formed later on to examine the Kurdish 
grievances and claims* 1 trust that you will approve of the 
above action* As L realise the importance of avoiding any action 
which might be ooiftrued as British intervention, I shall give 
advioe in general terms only and shall emphasise the fact that 
the views expressed by me are purely personal and private and 
do not in any way necessarily represent those of R* M*s Legation. 
6* I have sent copies of this despatch to H*M**s Ambassador 
at Bagdad to the 0*0*0* 6th Indian Division and to the Political 
Adviser at Sermanshah. 

I have the honour to be 

Sir* 

With great respeot 
Your most obedient 
humble servant * 

( Sgd. ) J.R. Vaughan-Ruseell 
8.B.U. Consul* 




Copy of tel No. I3A/PA of the I3th April. 1942 

Copies to 

Prom Political Adviser H.B.M. Consul ("S) 

26th .Ind Inf. Bde. 

To: Britmilat HQ. 6th Ind. Div . H.O. Tenth Army . 

My telegram of Ilth April . Kurdistan. Ustandar returned to¬ 
day. He visited Paveh ( Fawall) and saw Karim Beg and 
other leaders , who received him with marked honour . 

Kurds have formulated demands of which chief are (a ) 

Karim Beg to he Farmandar of Avroman area . (b) Bakshdars 
and Amnich to be Kurds, (o) Schools to be opened . (d) 
Roads to be improved to enable local produce to reach 
Kerman ah ah . Kurds are willing give hostages for good 
behaviou and ask for release of following now held 
in Tehran . (i) Mohd Beg son of Abdur Rahman Beg of 
Jananhud • Mohammad Beg, Amir Asad, Babajani. (iii) Hassan 
Beg, Babajani son of Amir Asad (Iv) Suleiman Beg, 

Babajani brother of Amir Asad, (v) Fathullah Bag. brother 
Karim Beg and son of Jaffar Sultan . (VI) Mohammad All 
Beg , brother of above • (Vil) All Mohd Beg, brother of 
above . (vlll) Mohd Beg Tjrtnrafc Lahunl, cousin of Jaffar 
Sultan • In addition release of 10 retainers of above . 
People of Jawanrud ask for release of four Cur an 
leaders as follows • Bahrain Khan, Rachld - Us - Sultaneh 
Kakkhanl. (II) Qadlr Beg • (ill) Rashid Agha brother of above 
(Iv) Jahan Beg son of Kalkhani. Para 2 I suggest that 
it might be wise to get promised hostages before making 
further releases and that in case of Kalkhani s releases 
might be contingent on handing over ams. As Jahangie 
and other Kalkhanis have been raiding and are on our 

1 of o • Para 5. Karim Beg has sent his brother Mansur 
to Kmo with Ustandar . Ustandar was impressed with law 
and order in rebel areas and is obviously in favour of 

meeting Kurdish requests. No mention was made to the Kurds 

to the handing over arms . Shahbakti may insist on this 
stop 


Para. 4 




Para. 4. 


I consider that thara la ohanca of aattiding 


raattara without further fighting . 


W 



ara likely to ha 


a ok ad to aaalat . Risk of becoming involved by playing 
part of friendly dleintereated advlaar la In my opinion 
laaa than that of being Involved by attack by Kurda on 


SenandaJ. This la matter of policy 


* for His Majesty's 


Legation to decide . 
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TELEGRAM, 


How received 
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From : H.M. CONSUL 

KKRMANSHAH 


Copies to : 


Go c 

c 

C/C/ 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 


BAGDAD, 

16.4. 2100 

17.4. 0900 

17.4. 


Despatched 
Received : 
Decypher 


16.4.42. 


JAM 


Addressed to TEHRAN No. 51* 

Rptd. Foreign Office No.21 

Cairo No.18 for Minister of State 

Bagdad No. 22. 

I hare not discouraged the Iranian O.O.C. 
and Governor-General from seeking a conciliatory 
settlement with the Kurds. On the contrary, the 
Governor-General’s successful preliminary contact 


_Kurds las 

my nume 

authorities here 
and to attempt 
of discussion. 




avo 


satisfactory 


prolongation of the struggle 
settlement as a result 


From frank statements made to me today hy 
Mahfero-, the son of Jaafar Sultan who accompanied 
the Governor-General on his return from Kurdistan 
April 13th a large percentage of Kurds still mistrust 
Iranian promise and might refuse the terms offered 
to them unless: British assurances are given that if the 
Iranian Government does not fulfil the terms eventually 
agreed upon, the Kurds will obtain satisfaction 
through our intervention. 

3. Pending further instructions, I am taking no 
further action. I an continuing to ezmphasise that 
British policy has always been and is still one of 
non-int e rvention. 


INDEX 


HOST , PCXJSo^u t ^ 




MINUTE SHEET. 


Reference . 




ii. 



15th April 1942. 


Y.E. is aware that for some tine past there have 
"been strong rumours of Russian activity among the Kurds in 
Iran and even though these have been indignantly denied 
officially hy Russia there seems very little doubt that in 
fact something has been going on. 

I am now informed by Chapman 
that his name should be kept out of it) that he has had 
definite confirmation that the Russians are active in Persian 
Kurdistan from two Kurdish friends in whose word he nieces 


(who of course is anxious 


full confidence. 


One of them has already confirmed to him 


the truth of 


the story that certain Kurdish leaders were 


invited to Tiflis and handsomely treated, and he now adds 
that from among the Kurdish leaders the Russians have chosen 
Sa’id Abdullah as President of the ''Kurdish Republic". 

This choice has net with agreement of the other Kurdish 
notables. 


1) 


Another friend has just informed him that: 

The Russians are telling the Kurds that even if the 


British are obliged to evacuate Iran and Iraq, they intend to 
hold on in the areas already occupied by them. 


2 ) 


That arrangements are being made with Kurds to learn 


Russian and for selected Russians to learn Kurdish. 


3) 


That the flag for the "Kurdish Republic" will probabljr 


be a rising sun in white on a red background. 

Lleanwhile the Russians are carrying on an intensive 
anti-ITazi propaganda among the Persian Kurds and in spite 
of their official denials they seem to be taking 


every 


possible measure, even if only outwardly unofficially, to 
ensure Kurdish loyalty before the Germans make their usual 
false promises. 
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From:- 6 IND DIV. 

To i- TENTH ARMY 
Rptd:- P.A. K.M.S. 

F P A KU3 SIGNAL 13/A 12 APR. PATROL CONTACTED KARIM BEG AT 


PAWALI B 2347 138E 6 APR FOUND HIM MOST FRIENDLY 


BRITISH AND HOPING 




LOOTING. 
AND TWELVE 


BRITISH RUIE BUT NOTHING B 


WELL DISPOSED 
ENOUGH FOR 


PARTICULARLY PRESENCE ANY FERSIAN TPS WITH THEIR ROBBERY AND 



UNEER 





IN AREA 


CONTROL RIFLES TWO THOUSAND IN VILLAGE 
NO MENTION ADVANCE AGAINST PERSIANS 


SENANDAJ OR ELSEWHERE BUT HATRED SUCH THAT NO FERSIAN EMISSARY 


HIM SAFE UNLESS SAJE CONDUCT 
BRITISH. STATE EXPECTING VISIT 


NESTED 


£ 


F 




SPENI 






FLET 


ROBVIOjJ 


SLY REQUIRED 

AH- WE 
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WITH HIM BY 
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WELL AS 


-G (OPS), G.S.(I), BRITISH'EMBASSY. 
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BAGDAD. 


To• - H.M. MINIS TER, T5HRAT 

rw 1 3th April ,1 914.2 . 


No. 


93 


Time Despatched 


13.4. 






Your telegram No. 90. 

According to reports received here, the 
Russians have sent an occasional patrol to Khsnah 
but I nothing more. 
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Extract from letter No 
Adviser, KERMAN3HAH. 





o 


c 


Both the Ustandar and his assistant consider that it is not too late 


to open negotiations with the Kurds and infuential landowner#s in 
SENANDAJ have expressed the same opinion. As I have no indication of the 
present state of feeling amongst the Kurds I cannot say whether they 
would he prepared to negotiate or not. I, however, now agree with H.B.M. 
Consul that an effort should he made to start negotiations. General 
Shahbakti considers that the co-operation of the Iraq. Govt, is essential 
in any operations he may undertake. He maintains that MOHD RASHID has 
still got plenty of relations in IRAQ,. He considers that if they were 
to he rounded up, and if MOHD RASHID'S property in IRAQ were to he seized, 
he could he persuaded to return there. He also said that the Persian 
Govt, should offer to "buy MOHD RASHID'S property in IRAN at a good price 
on condition that MOHD RASHID should leave IRAN. On his return to IRAQ 
the IRAQI Govt, should take action to make his return to IRAN impossible 
and should then restore his Iraqi property and release his relations. 
Should MOHD RASHID refuse the Persian offfer the Iraqi Govt should post 
strong forces on the border so that, when the Persian forces drive MOHD 
RASHID hack he and his followers will he unahle to escape over the IRAQ 
frontier. I am very doubtful whether this idea of buying MOHD RASHID'S 
properties in IRAN is practicable. I do however consider that the IRAQ 
Govt could, and should, take more active steps on the lines indicated by 
General Shdhbakti. Fears of the loss of his Iraqi property and of reprisi 
als on his relations, together with the possibility of Persian military • 
action against him succeeding as it has already once done, might at least 


induce MOHD RASHID to open negotiations. 
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H.Q. TENTH ARMT. 
4 Apr 42. 


i 








A 


Copy to:- Embassy 









f 








TELEGRAM. 


How received. 


PARAP 



Prom : BRITISH CONSUL 

KERMANSHAH 


Copies to :kA. 0. C. 

£ 0 . 0 . 0 . 

C.I.C.I. 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched : 8.4.1800 


Received : 
Decyphered 


9.4. 0830 
9.4. 0910 


8th April,1942. 
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Addressed to T3SHRAN No. 45. 

Rptd. Bagdad No. 20. 

■^D 

My telegram No. 43 and your telegran No. 13 
Circular. 

The Iranian Government declaration of tribal 
policy no^fret generally known here,therefore local 
reaction so far negligible. 

8aw the Governor General and the Iranian 
G.O.C. today and suggested the Iranian Government 
declaration as published in the Tehran newspapers 
should be printed on leaflets and dropped over 
Kurdistan. They promised to consider this suggestion 
^ favourably especially as the Governor-General proposes 
to start his tour of Kurdistan (Paveh district near 
Iraq frontier to begin with) April 11th. 
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Despatch Ro. 51. 


Sir, 


IbX 


with reference 



British Consulate, 


Kermanehah. 



6th April, 1942. 



(sn 


No. 45 ol' to-day's data, 1 have the 


iy teiegrai 

honour to rorward herewith extracts from a private letter which 1 
received last night from Lt.-Col. Fletcher, the Political Adviser 
u here, regarding proposals made to him by general SHArlBAKHTI during 
a conversation with him on the 3rd April, for the settlement of the 
Kurdish troubles by negotiation. 

2. Before acquainting you with General SHAHBAKHTl's new plans for 
dealing with the Kurdish problem, 1 arranged to see the General and 
AMIR-i-KULL ZANUAUKH, the Governor-General of the Fifth Ustan and to 
confirm what the Political Adviser had reported to me. 
saw both the above-mentioned officials this morning and discussed the 
proposals which they had both referred to in conversations with the 
Political Adviser and with Mr. 


1 accordingly 


3rd instant. 


i 


TROTT, the Oriental Secretary on the 
Mr. Trott, who left for Senna yesterday morning, ap¬ 
pears to havs attsohsd little importance to the proposals for he did 
I not dleouss them with me before his departure nor telegraph details 
h' ; /i of the propoaals to you; 1 presume that he ia unaware of the fact 
^ /l/ ^that the Ustandar intends to carry out his proposed tour 



of Western 

Kurdistan in four days' time and that the matter is thersfore urgent. 
As, however, the suggested new plan for negotiating a settlement with 
the Kurds cannot be put into execution without some modification of 
the non-intervention policy hitherto foft^owed by His Majesty' _ 
Government ana it appears necessary to/consider matters in view of 
General 8HAHBAKHTI's welcome ehange of attitude, 1 have considered 
the matter of sill ficient importance and urgency to telegraph to you, 
bir, at some length and to send opples of the telegram to the Secre- 

dtate for Foreign Affaire, Loudon and to Hie Majesty's 
Ambassadors at Cairo and at Baghdad. 

3. The proposals set forth in Col. Fletcher's letter to 


tary of 


e differ 


slightly from thoas put forward to me by Gen. SHaHBAKHTI and the 
Ustandar this morning; point (b) in Col. Fletcher's letter should 
not os regarded, as an alternative to point (a) Out it is Intended 
that (a) should be a preliminary to (b), via., that Kurdish malcon¬ 
tents should be given an opportunity of describing their grievances 
to the proposed Commission here after the Ustandar has carried out 
his tour of Kurdistan and met the Kurdish leaders who are spokesmen 
on behalf of the Kurds and given them promises of a sale-conduct to 


Kermanshah and a foraal undertaking that their legitimate grievances 
will be remedied by the Iranian Government. 


4. 


It is clear that doubts are felt by the sponsors of this now 


scheme for arriving at a settlement of the troubles in Kurdistan - 
doubts as to whether the Kurds will accspt the safe-conduet offered 
to them by the Iranian Authorities. It la for that reason that 
British intervention is asked for. I made clear that 1 could not 


reply to the question as to whether the British Government would, ftn 


to intervene and I 


order to facilitate a negotiated settlement, agree 
emphasised the point that non-intervention had been the key-note of 



British policy in Kurdistan. I would bs grateful if you would let 


me know whether any change in British policy is contemplated and 


tour of 


whether the Ustandar should be discouraged from making hie proposed 

Kurdistan and from promising the Kurds British safe-een&icts 
and the redress of their legitimate grievances under the auspices of 
the Anglo-lranian Commission which it has been proposed to sot up. 

6. Copies of thie despatch have been sent to His Majesty's Ambaoea- 

6th Indian Division and to Colonel 


dor at Baghdad, to the G.0.0., 
Fletcher, Polities! Adviser here. 




I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 


With gretfc respeot 


Tour moat obedient, 
humble servant, 


Sir Reader W. Bullard, K.C.M.G., C.I.S., 


Hia Majasty'a Minister, 


British Legation, 



(signed) J.R. 


Vaughan-Ru a Bel 1 


HeB.ll. Con mil. 


i 


Eaolo 



to Kenaanahah despatch No. 61 of 6 Apl. 




Extracts from a latter sent to Mr Vaughondfrusaell by 
Lt.-Col. Hatcher, Political Adviser, Eermanahah. 


«y deer V.h. 


Eermanshah, 3rd Apl* 


fou may be interested to know that 5HARBAKHTI made ths 


following proposals to me ref. 

the Auras should 


Kurdistan this afternoon. 


(a) tha Auras should be told that any Kurds 
should aome to Kermanshuh to 


with 



Uatandnr. you or General 


nut then before Shahbakhti, tha 
Thomson. The British sould guaran¬ 
tee their safety mud immunity from errest. Shahbakhti and X 
should examine their gricvancea find make Joint recosztondatlona 
to Tehran or a Commission should be established to go into 
compilerted questions. 

(b ) as an alternstlvs to (*> Aair-i-Xull should tour Kurdistan 
without any military or amnieh escort, find out what tha Kurds 
wanted, reassure them and proadse to lay their grievances 
before the Persian Oort. The Kurds would not attack Amir-1- 
Kull or kidnap him. 

tc; Shahbakhti does not want to light the Kurds but if his 
troops are attacked he must fight. 

ia.i If something la not done soon there will be a widespread 
conflagration. 

(•; Of the Oalsaghi prisoners now being tried most will be 
released and only 
2 . 


a few ringleaders will be sentenced. 


is. 


hahbakhtl hss given orders to hie officers that they ere 
free to meet our offloers end bee replied to General Thomson's 
invitation in this sense. 


Tours.. 

(signed) *.*• Fletcher 






L J 


(152/68/U2) British Embassy, 

Bagdad. 

SECRET . 7th April, 19U2. 

Dear Lyon, 

Knrdish chiefs from Ushnn 
have visited onr Consol at Tabriz 
and have told him that 8oviet forces 
recently occupied the frontier post 
at Khanah on the Rowandnz ronte to 

Persia. 

Can yo« confirm or deny this ? 


Yonrs sincerely, 
(SIGNED) V.Holt. 





LIEUTENANT-COLONEL W.A. LYON, O.B.E. 












TELEGRAM. 


How received. 


PARAP 




From : H.M.CONSUL, 

KERMANSHAH 


Copies to : 


To: H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched: 4.4. 1800 


Received : 


6.4. 0830 


Decyphered : 6.4. 1000 

5th April,1942. 


+ 1 change 


+ 1 change 


CW/JP 

JB 

RK 


Addressed to TEHRAN No.43. 

Rptd. Foreign Office N 0 .I 9 . 

Bagdad N 0 .I 9 
/? 2 gps. omtd./ 

saw*»General Shahbakhti and the Governor 
today and confirmed the information re 


General 

from P.A. last night that Shahbakhti favoure 
taking immediate steps to discover and examine the 
Kurds' grievances. 


Shahbakhti recommends that 


/2 gps 


/ 


the Governor-Genera 
should tour Western 


who :_ 

Kurdistan leaving here about April 9th, contact with 
dissident Kurds, discuss causes of revolt, and give 
formal undertaking /2 gps. omtd./ Iranian Government 
will remedy the Kurds’ legitimate grievances. Shahbakhti 
states that he will give the Kurds safe conduct to 
Kermanshah in order to discuss their complaints here 
and adds that he favours setting up Anglo-Iranian 
Commission here to examine the grievances and make 
recommendations to Tehran. Shahbakhti stressed his 


desire to 


peaceful settlement. 


undertook to report to you the above proposals 
and to enquire whether H.M.Government would agree to 

ent by granting safe conduct to the 
Kurds if necessary, and also by appdinting British 
representatives upon the above mentioned Anglo-Iranian 
Commission. I added that such a course of action 


contrary 


intervention 




proposals. 


Ltained by us, and that I could give no indication 
Government’s probable views regarding Tehran 


8hahbakhti 


problo 


changed attitude towards the Kurds 


is welcome, and as the proposals (with which 
Governor General concurs) appear to offer hopes 
leading to settlement they deserve favourable 


consideration. 


should be grateful for instructions 


to what reply should be given regarding the above 


proposals 



INDEX 
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TELEGRAM 


How received. 


From : H.M.MINISTER, 


TEHRAN. 


PARAP 


Copies to : 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR. 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched: 4.4. 2020 
Received: 5»4. 0800 

Decyphered : 5.4- 1 545 

4th April,1942. 


Kurdish chief from Ushnu has informed H.M. 
Consul at Tabriz that the Soviet forces recently 
occupied Khaneh frontier post on the Rowanduz road 

Can you confirm or deny? 


hfp/rd/cb 

JB 

RK 


/i 




f V 


• * 


4 







1 V- vy 


l i 


*/ 
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\5X\ U k, 


No. 


SECRET 


HIS Majesty’s 


CONSUL 


at 


KERMANSHAH 


presents his compliments to HIS MAJESTY’S AMBASSADOR AT BAGDAD 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 


British .P.on.sulat.a * 

.Kermansh^h,... 


V' APR 1942 


.2.6.th..March,.19jU>. 


/i>'X 


Reference to previous com'espondence : 


Kermanshah despatch 


35 Secret of March 


1942 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


Subject 


Kennanshah 


43 


March 


2 


General Shahbakhti and Kurdistan 


\H 








M 


Mr. 


kW 



3479 «7268 (4) 






J 


Aot 

enclosed 


A 


lx./ 


sir 


Uth reference to ugr de spatoh 
Instant, describing a conversation 


British Consulate. 

Kemaaahah. 
*6th .March 1948. 

36 i'.iearet) of the 


i»th 


with General Shahbskhti 


now agrees with as that 
to be attempted, and that 


on the 17th Meroh, I hare the honour to forward herewith copy 
of a letter eent to "O w Branch. H. 4 . ,10th a rny by Colonel 
Matcher, In whloh the latter puts forward hie Tiewe regarding 
the present situation In Kurdistan and the need for arriving 

at a negoolated settlement* 

Si. Colonel Matcher, you will see, now agrees with as that 
a associated settlement can and ought to be attempted, and the 
It would not be In our interests If the Iranian^ Military 
Authorities were left to their own devices in Kurdistan 
and "settled" the problem by a ruthless display of force un¬ 
accompanied by any constructive policy lor the pas if lost ion 
of the Kurds* 

3* In the light of colonel Fletcher's remoras, 1 hops that 
you will concur in ay view that It is of partloular Importance 
that immediate steps should be taken to restrain General 
>hahbakhtl from taking military measures against the Kurds 
until the Iranian uoverhnent has re-eonaldered Its policy - 
if it has one - for settling the Kurdish problem. t hi Is 


If it has one - for settling the Kurdish problem* v, hi Is 

there is yet time, the Iranian Government should make plans 
tor negoeiatlag s settlement which will hold out some promi 
of restoring lasting pesos to Kurdistan* 

4* it Is olear that General hahbakhtl will not listan to 


oounaela of moderation tr 



that he 


certain by 

orders _ 

In Tehran* as the Uetaodar is s 
authority here, he eould not lnflu 
even If he were minded to do as* 
greet owe of General chahbakhtl to 


anybody here: 


it la not ev 


aoospt unqueetioulggly 
he might receive from the central Authorities 
as the Ustsndsr Is s week oharaoter ami has 1 


he eould not Influence General hahbakhtl 


everybody hare Is la too 


_ argue or remonstrate 

he has arrogated to himself muoh of the authority 


him 


istrete 



which ought to be exercised by the Civil Authorities* 
Is thus not inconceivable that 


_ exercised by the Civil Authorities* It 

might dsolds to take action 
In Kurdistan without reference to Tehran* 

• It is known that General >hahbakhtl has no faith In s 

negoolated settlementj he*aoreover, £* unlikely to hold hie 

hand gut of deference to British wishes - Indeed his anti- 


British attitude might impel 
regarded as undesirable* 


servetlone. Independent sot! 



to tat»e 



very action whloh 





rr- 


out as beyond the 



In view of the foregoing ob- 
by General sbahbakhtl 

of possibility. If such 



not 


action were token, the situation hers might suddenly become 
dangerous to our lines of somaunloatlon* Immediate cod 
energetic action on the pert of the Iranian Government seems 
therefore, urgently necessary, 

d* Gobles of this despatch hove been cent for Information 


Haddad 


the 




Indian 


Division and to the Political Adviser at Kermanshah 

I have the honour to bo 

Sir, 

tilth groat roopoot, 

obedient 

humble servant, 



(3ignad) J.R. Vaughan-Russell. 


sir Header Bullard K.c.M.O. 0.1.B., 

British begetion, 

Tehran* 


K.B.M. Consul 
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✓* 


Prom: H.".Minister 


ehraf . 


To: 


. o.: 


375 


Date 


FOREIGN OFF ICE 
26th March 1942. 


&K2 


w 

0 



l* 


4 


Wtu 




Addressed to 
roueated to 


to 

to 

to 


Foreign 0 '“floe, 
India,. 

3 afi h ■ a d, 3 A’ T I ITT- 

KIFCTATS Cairo 
Kermanshah 


•»» 


Mo 


- • vl 


37« r f 

106, 

4 «4 

•tx , 

14. 


9 


kffmaitshah situation refoht tto.27. 


T have repeatedly urged Frime Minister to make 

some statement of policy in regard to Uie tribal areaB 

# 

and on March 15th I gave him list of noints which I 


suggested might be embodied in such a declaration. He 


n w informs me that declaration based mainly on these 
points will be made by him in reply to a question in 
the Majlis March 29th and he assures me that no host¬ 
ilities will be undertaken until the declaration has 


been published and has had time to take effect. 


I 


hope that publication will be accompanied by one or 
two practical steps siacli as return of tribal lands 


mm en 


and not sold to third parties 


and I have warned Prime Minister that without such 


-step declaration v-ill not be believed by the tribes. 






Oriental 


Secretary will visit KURDTSTAN area 


next week 




ee your telegram TTo.247). 







• Of t 


/ 


BULLARD 


F 





( 152 / 63 / 42 ) 




1st April, 1942 . 




fhonk you for your letter Wo, 
T>,0, loC/G of ilnrch 25th concerning 
Uauia Re3hi<5 Khan* 



2, "he Oorentnent have 

already undertaken to arrest this 
men if he ia driron into Iraq (see 

their Note Mo, 13/13/4/1165 9th 

February, of vrhioh a copy w«6 sent 
to you on 22th February) and I aa 
quite wlllinc. to hold then to 
this undertaking if General 
Shahbakti succeeds in driving 
U1& out of Persia. I had not 
heard that he is in the habit 
of visiting his ho»ue in Iraq, 

Hove you any reason to believe 
that this is the ceee ? 


t Sd.) Kinatiah Cornwallis 


li» ma; ant-gkmekal e.p. cjjxhah. c,b. , 

VH/KC - --m D.a.O.. Q.B 



Reference 152/62/42 



I 


flwrt tv 


H.E.V 

a?. > 


The A 


een 


Commander writes as though Hama Rashid had 

into Iraq hut Colonel Fletcher’s 
report only refers to Shahbakti’s request that Hama Rashid 
should be arrested if 





have drafted a reply for Your Excellency. 



30th March,1942 


Wt 50839/1245 
2.500.000 4/4 0 
D.P.W. 51-4580 
(REGIMINT) 
CODE 5-34-0 


[OVER 







have 


No. D.O. 160/G. 

General Staff Branch, 
Headquarters Tenth Army. 



The following is a copy of an extract from a report : 
Just received from the Commander 6 Ind Div. at KERMANSHAH 


on 22 Mar *42. 

to enter and leave his property in IRAQ without hinderance. 


It seems that the flrebaand MOHD RASKU) is able 

I 


should he grateful ,if his arrest in Ira 


ffected at an 



in re 
wish 


asked about KURDISTAN 


Shahbakti's first remark 


garcL 


this was illuminating 


said 


make KURDISTAN a garden of roses 


"They 
presu] 




s# 



that he was tilting at the efforts to get a political 
policy of pacifying the KURDS laid down as a basis fo 
all action. He stated that he had no intention of 
adv ancin g into the SAKIZ area at present, there being no 


enemy force to tackle 


tj. 3 
\ 


stated that SAKIZ was deserted 
was insistent that MOHD RASHID 


.1 


owing to air bombing 

could be easily dealt with if Iraq, would co-operate by 
preventing hinrfrom escaping frae to his there if 
he (SB) dreYe him un against the frontier- He 








ck of co-operation from the 
was most noticeable to me that this time he 


IRAQIS. I 

blamed the IRAQIS, for their own non-co-operation 

terviews 


In 

he has pressed for our co-operation 






previous intervie 

and insisted that, as we controlled IRAQ it was for us 
and. not the IRAQIS themselves to arrange it. He now 
seemed to th i nk naturally of t he IR AQIS as being responsible 
for their own policy vis-a-vis PERSIA whereas previously 
he thought naturally that we were responsible." 


'0 



H J5. Sir Kinahan Cornwallis, K.C.G.M., C.B.E., D.S.O., 

His Britta n ic Majesty's Ambassador. 

BAGHDAD. 


/Sill Ik 3 








I 






n Cj>L .M/t/ 

° %-G-S . XA'Uc^ tr/ft/ 

o' 16 . # QHUfvoc V <• 

(152751742) 




tof* 2 </bh, 

' ♦ 4 


xd&Lt'lf^ 


*- British Embassy, 

Bagdad, . 

^ ( 9" S 

26th March 1942. 


/ 


A* 


air, y 

/ 

?[/• I have the honour to transmit to you herewith 

a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Lyon, 
the political Adrlaer of the Northern Area, which 
contains some Interesting conments on the situation 
in Persian Kurdistan as seen from this side of 
the frontier. 


I enclose a spare copy In case you should wish 
to send one to His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah. 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

# 

Your obedient Servant, 


(Sc?.) Kina ha n Cornwallis 


* f 


v 




Sir Reader W.Bullard, K.C.M.Q., C.I.E., 

% - ” m il * * ' ' 9 * 

His Majesty's Minister, 


"KHRAH. 





( 182/60/42 ) BPl tl ah filMur, 

UfSadi 

86th March, 1948* 

< * 

JjajikA Cru . 

# • 

Reference my 158/55/42 of March 19th* 

Hie Majesty*s con mil at Reman shah telegraphs 
that the peralan General officer commanding baa not yet 
decided chat course of action to take* weather 
conditions will soon permit a resumption of military 
operations and General shshbakhtl nay order a more 
against the K,rds v though His Majesty*; consul tea 
drawn his attention to the advantage of securing 
a settlement by negotiation* 



IlW^ffAHT-OOLOHRL Y. A. LYOR. O.B.B 


INDEX 





No. viy 1004 

POLITICAL ADVISER*; 

NORTHERN AlLEA* 


Maron. 19 42 




«'<* 

7 ^ 


H nen ne called nere on Karen 3rd, Brigadier 
uaher, among other tnings asked me about the si tuati 


rersian Kurdistan, x said s (ij tnat mere was no 
^weakening of the K’.nrds towards oompromise wi In tne Persian 
.government. On tne contrary the reoent sucoesses of Hama 
' Kasnid Khan had put all their tails up and that unless the 
-Kurds realised v;e definitely disapproved it was unlikely 
tnat the Persians would regain control without considerabl 
fighting. (2) That the Persian Kurds had been universall 
friendly tcw/ards us and preferred us to the Russians but 
had not received any encouragement• (d) That the Russiar 

^•had made much of the Kurds and were quietly though 
effectively increasing tneir influence in that part 
of tne country. (4) That I could see no sign3 of the 
^-Persians trying to reach a friendly compromise on tne 
lines suggested last October and tnat I tnought O-erteral 
, Snanbaknti would dc nis best to .-,-et us embroiled wi tn 


said 


( 1 ) 


tn 


a 


there was no 


tne Persian 


*~/~**i t 




AT- 


flsC4. fighting. (2) That t he P 

•'r, ’ friendly towards us and pr 

had not received any encou 

/L A £had made much of the Kurds 

{/ * n ■P'f a r\ H tr hi \r A mo vioflo \ 


th ough 


of tne country. ( 
fyl ■pCifT' Persians trying to 


(4) 


That I could see no 


1 


A 




. Snanbaknti would dc nis best to get us t 
toe Kurds tnrougn our ga it is on at Senna. 


embroiled wi ta 




ai a tne Kermansnan road 


r- 


w 




farea witn sine 
said 1 tnouarht 


tn 


nua oean a garrison in Senna 


1 


said 1 tnought tnrs was a mere coincidence as Senna being 
60 miles away was all tne same as if it were 160 to tne 
people interfering witn tne road wno, in any case, were 
not tne people around Senna* 



He askeu my opinion about wnat tne politi 
effect would be if tne Senna Garrison withdrew. I 
that it would remove the danger of getting embroil 
the Persian Kurdish struggle: tnat tne Kurds would 
take Senna, but that it would be unlikely to effeo 
Kermansnah-Khanaqi n road, wotioh was in the vioinit 
the Kalkhaai, Sinjabi and Kalb or tribesmen*. As an 
mediate tap possibly ^asir Shirin might do* I said 
enquire more about it from people who ought to kno 
let him know later* 


Since then X have had an opportunity to dis 
frontier affai re with such people as the ^aimmaqam o 
Khanaqin, Karim Beg Jaf, Kerim Beg Ja f far Sultan (of 
Nawsud and Persian tribal Agent for Auromaa) and the 
ISutasarrif of Sulaimani *ho is a.native of Khanaain* 


The Kurdish feeling about the Persii 
hard as ever, even their own tribal agents a 
and undependable. Hama Rashid Khan has been 
and has reached a stage where he can oall on considerable 
numbers of tribesmen to his support when necessary. Zain 
al-Abidin (an old assooiate of Sayid Taha, now K&tib 
Tahrir of Chemchemal) told me yesterday that Pusho had 
returned from Baku with about 2S Kurdish ohiefs after 
being entertained by the Russians: that with the support 
•f <iarani Agna and the ^adni of Sauj Bulak he was going to 
bfet up under Russian support; that Sayia TabeEs follower^ 

^Liieluding Sayid Muslin, Sayiu Abdullah and 3imko*s son 
with tne ShikaJc had all Joinea him;' tnat he was in touon 
with Hama Rasnld Khan and that ne wanted to know tne 
Britian attitude. X gave a verbal reply that as we had 


unhapp y 




made a treaty witE Persia we were bound by it and 
oould not support his activities and presumably the Russia 
were bound in the same way, tnough whether they kept tneir 
word or net was their own affair* K4did not want to do an 
thing that, would be considered unneignbourly by Turkey 


How much of tnis is true or wishful thinking 
at present unable to say but it all looks like 
an encouragement if not the seed of a Kurdish Soviet 


Karim Beg I Ja f far Suita 
sian .Agent, hates and distrusts 
his father. Mahmud Khan of Kanl 
, is much the same, though from 
rs to look towards Shaikh Mahmud 


n, though nominally 
the Persians no less 
sonan, their Merivan 
a letter I saw he 


eem to have 
principally 


into 


tne picture as yet but 
with land grabbing feu 


of Khan 
B ouohe r 


thinks he oould, if 
an Kurds from Iraq., 
a kuaanmad Sa* id for 
(kerivan) • 


.nd Karim Beg 
most of tne , 


with kahmud 


The Persians after re-establisning most of 
their posts on the Khaaa^in side and settled with the 
Kalkhani Chiefs (all sxoept Mama Hama) have now suddenly 
withdrawn the garrisons of the frontier posts and the 
^almm&qam of Khanaqin believes that-the falad Begi Baba- 
sari, Kalbor and Kalkhani tribesmen have decided to 
resist the Per si m Government, 


I send aaeoondoopy 
xigadier Boucher, 


wish to 




• Cornwallis, K*C*M»G 
H,B,m*b Ambassador, 

British Sabassy, 


ortfiul 


Copy: The Chancery-, 3 


Is 




15 


*£ k% 



Embassy , 3aghd ad Tto. 14( 144/69/42) 


’71 th the complitents of 31.3. Minister. 


of 16th March, 1942 


No. 81 

(live 1 


*/ 


16th March, 104 a 


I 


% m _-*• • 

V 

/ Vv/ 


V 


SIP, 


(' O-0MAR1942 . 

* V ■' / 


r h»;vc the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a 
despatch from Tabrl*, Mo. 6 of the 26th February, la which :11a Majesty 
glyea a translation from the Aaerbaljan Turkish dlaleat of the 
"i rogramae and Desire? of the Aaerbaljan Workers • Consol t tee"* The 
aers cort$>rehenaiveneas of the prograrme establishes, as Sr. Cook 
suggests, a foreign origin, and there are many touches which point 
straight to Soviet Kussla, e*a. the demands for the proteetlon of 


straight to Soviet Kuaela, e.g. the demands for the proteetlon of 
the vernacular theatre, for the absorption into productive factory 
work of the Inmates of brothels, and for the equality of women with 
men in aoelal and political affairs - all matters rmote front the 
views of the oriental and the Moslem* I mentioned thin nroffranxaa 


to ay Soviet colleague 
adding to the snapleia 


designs on Aserbal 

there could be any 8©* 


riental and the Moslem* I mentioned thin programme 
oil segue as the ’kind of thing that did us great harm in 
suspicion of the Turkish Government that soviet Kussla 


i 


excellent sense of humour 




Monsieur cmimov not only denied that 
influenee at work here, but so far forgot 

to suggest that an eneny had done thiat 


he said, many signs of ^provocation 


Aaerbaljan* 




2* 


»• x* xm possible that tvs Soviet authorities, having 
obliged to retreat somewhat in their enoouregenwat of the auras 
other minorities 




to 


more accommodating In the matter 


i 


Installation of adequate numbers of it ere Ian polios and gendarmes 
In Aaerbaljan, are turning more attention to polities! parti 
seemed to ve that Monsieur aroimov took a keener interest In the 

resent eablnet oriels than he _ _ __ 

before* He spoke to me strongly In favour of f ~ 


It 


ever taken In Tehran polities 








possible premier, end from the 


t for him and made much of him; and 
polities! and scolal demands which. 


we learn that Monsieur ami mo v 




dieereet then Inviting Aurdleh leaders to visit _ 

to allow the Persian Government to keep adequate numbers of polios 


we have this programme 
>r all that it la mere 

. and refusing 


ueaaleh 


separatist tendency which 


Til 


only help to 


confirm the susplelon with which soviet policy la Aaerbaljan 
regarded by the Persian and Turkish Governments* 


&» a copy of this despatch la being seat to Hie Majesty’s 

Consul at Tabrla, and copies with copies of the enclosures to the 
Secretary to the Government of India in the External Affairs Depart men 
and to HI a Majesty's Ambassadors at Ankara, Baghdad, Cairo and 


Kuibyshev 


Cairo 


1 have 



honour to be with the highest respect, 

air. 




Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


(signed) au»« 3UU*8&. 


The Klght Honourable 
Anthony Men, P*C*, a.c*, m. 






«v 


etc*, 


etc*, 


etc*, 


Foreign Office, 


a 





? r> 


^ LSI 


* 


H 


■f* 


A 

m\ 




> 









mi 7 :i C *11 * 


is*, 

o. 6. HbnMi7 u6 -h# 104*.* 

5T, 


ith rofsrvnoe to i '«uw< l ,r , u;. h 3 cf despatch 
o«6 or to.': 80tf\ inot&nt, T hare the honour to transciit tc 
you herewith a translation of t'<« ^r^gra . - *» (printed la 
Turi dojl clieleot in the rojra of a booklet) of the Oiler of t e 
new ol’4-'« In ?a»rl*-* 

s* Tha +o*iet Authorities final? deny that they 

hare enytht if tn 1o vlth the matte r, ,-ut th«j Iranians sny 
that they coo® that the 9Mif :MB*bers of th# ol»‘> ox* oora 1 tto« 

continually *1*1*. tf*® .oetet military office® end arc tn 

ulowe touch ei th vh# oriet^ssrbaijsn ioumnllct «sddereglu* 
who le svx v . oaed to v ae* ha' the *v>*.iet ,rlnted hor« in the 
*ro&s whi -h prints the orict ar v*» ews^a^er "Vaten Yolanda* 
for the • ^uensian troops la *;nr*ieh dialect* They 'ay that 
the ordinary local pr’ntere do not icnow how to W)t u v ty„ <* 
m thi’ dialect* and only ;>rlnt in -«ralar»* Tt la difficult 
for the *rani<tn* aiao io bailee s tnat aj*>nc the local lo*n~ 
troAAri and political ’y-^ndewe loped proletariat titer* has 

‘'Uddealy epruru/ a;» a body of lead -e capable of *•■;• 11 lug 
unaided atflh an oiijitlme* all-an* racily albeit *>atly half- 
oa&ed ) form y «t* 


? dare the honour to be, 

bir. 

Year “W«t obedient* 



In ua^e-ty*« 
rltleh legation, 

ehraru 




The r rogramne and Desires of the AmerbalJan workers 


Coonlttaa. 



1* To fight energetically against deapetls-a, dictatorship 

and fascism, and to establish complete liberty: of the nation, 
of association, of the individual, of language, and of the press* 


a. 


To form (In accordance with the constitutional lav of 


Iran) unions In town and country by the free association of the 
workers, and to increase their power like a national parliament* 


To spread and teach the Idea of democratic freedom 


3 . 

in every part of the country and to every person among the workers* 


4* To form workers* unions to improve the material and 

moral welfare of workers and servants, and to make known these 
alms officially to the Government authorities* 


6* To remove ■unemployment, and to form unemployment- 

exchangee to gain exaet statistics of the unen^ployed* 



7* To take advantage of the Increase of purchasing-power 

by having local industries enlarged. 

0* To abolish Internal concessions in order to inerease 

the output and oapaolty of Internal Industries, and so create 
more competition end freedom In <1 industry* 

9* To establish eommittees for securing the vital needs 

of the workers end utilising their labour, consumption, production 

and village properties* 

10* To emend the Customs tariffs on imported luxury 

goods end home-produoed goods, and Impose heavy taxes on unnecessary 
wares In order to protect home Industries and combat unemployment. 

11* To protect the education of the minorities (language, 

writing, theatre, press) end respect their nationality* 

18* To have Judicial proceedings in Aserbaljan carried 

on in the Aserbalianl language, to have a High Court established 
in Aserbaljan, and have all laws and oodes translated into the 
said language in order to avoid difficulties for the workers who 
are not acquainted with the Ferelan language* 

13* To establish medical, agricultural, lav- and teachers' j 

training schools In Aserbaljan* 

14* To aoe that all teaching and medical treatment are 

general and free* 

16* To review the lews end eoelal laws in order to protest 

the welfare of the workers* 



To reduce ell indirect taxes In a Just manner* 


17. To re-organise transport and communications In order 

to benefit economic end oommerelal work end to reform Industries, 
mines, railways, roads and shipping* 

18* The ax-8hah*s properties and possessions to be 

confiscated and a due portion (assessed according to the population 

of Aserbaljan as part of all Iran) to be act aside and spent for 
cool el improvement in Aserbaljan* /19* 





19. 


To ••• that the whole of Government revenues in 


Azerbaijan are spent on its needs* 


To oppose illegalities In Oovemraent departments and 
anoag authorities and ofi'ielale, especially the Police and 
Gendarmerie who Ill-treat lovers of freedom, and to oppose the bad 
advantages taken of the law* 


To establish close relatione with the other workers' 
associations formed in other parts of Iran, and to help them 
when necessary. 


82* To recognise the eqvAlty of women In political and 

social affairs* 

23* To establish clubs and theatres for the political and 

eoolal education of the workers and to publish various papers. 

24. To abolish the lavs passed against the freedom of the 

people during the time of the ex-Shah Pahlevl. 


Methods of the Azerbaijan workers' Comalttee. 



1* Unions must be formed in town and country of all 

partlsa of the nation, and their powers must be those of a local 
larilament* 


8. strong opposition must be offered to despotism and 

fascism, and their secret activities must be revealed to the people. 

3* Immediate help must be given to email business-men and 

unamployed workers as followss 


Textile, doth, carpet, leather, shoe-making and other 
ma nua l trades iauet be put under the control of agricultural 
and industrial banks, the capital of which must not be leas 
than 10 million rials* , 

To guarantee the collection of the above sum, 8 million 
rials most be deposited with the Bonk from the sum sent In the 
name of the Shah* 

Cinemas moat be established In the Municipality and other 
named places, the profits to be controlled by the ooonlttee 
and devoted to the poor and the elok, and for collecting 
beggars from the streets* 

Monies oolleoted by the customs, finance and other local 
commissions must be spent under the control of the oosnlttee* 

In order to prevent hoarding, monopolised goods must 
be sold not to wholesale merchants, but direct to retailers 
and co-operatlve stores eta* 


4* Immediate facilities must bs granted for the teaching end 
spread of the Aserbaljan language In Azerbaijan as follows* 


Test-books must bs translated into Azerbaijani before 
the eommenoement of the sohoo 1-year 1381* 

All stories and phrases In favour of despotism must be 
deleted from school-books, and stories of Aserbaljan freedom 
Inserted Ins teed* 

The lerelan language will be studied in schools after 
the 4th olass* 






I 





5. Criminal law and othar law will be translated into the 
Azerbaijan language. 


6. Judgms.its beginning with preliminary investigation and up to 
the high Court will be In the Aaerbaljanl language, and a High 
Court will be established immediately In Azerbaijan. 


7. Houses of 111-fane, which are a relic of despotism, must be 
entirely closed and prevented from opening, and the inmates given 
first acceptance in the productive factories. 


8. Authorities guilty of criminal practices during the reign 
of pahlevl must be held responsible and brought to proper trial. 

9. Jiloh men who are drawing large salaries in government offices 
must be replaced by oapable unemployed. 

10. Corrupt bribe-takers in government departments must be fought 
against without exception, and heavy punishments inflicted on them. 

11. In order to ensure the fair distribution of goods which are 
now becoming ecaroc, and to aec that they roach the people without 
bribery, representatives and controllers from the Workers' Committee 
must be included on the various commissions. 
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kncloeure in Aer 



date. March 18th. 1P424. 



Ab it seemed dwMXi'fcblw to re-eutabllah contact with 
General nhshbskhti aft er hx* absence in Tehran. 1 caw him yester¬ 
day and, altar enquiries oonoemu,* hie meuical treatment in Tchr«ui 
end convex'an tiun on scvtnal unitor matters, 1 voiced whether he had 
a;y plans lor dealing with th» Kurdish problem, end what policy 
the Iranian uoYornwant prupw~*u to adopt with a viev to arriving 
at a settlement ol the question. 

£• To oa^iu with. ShfthboKhti aceaed reluctant to diaousa 

the matter and vaguely hinted that he hoped to visit ttanandaj in 
a week's time and would decide vhn t steps required to be taken 
after he had satisfied himself r«i u »»raing the present position in 
Kurdistan. He harped upon ths responsibility of Rwia Rashid and 
a small gang of brlgunds for prolonging the unrest in Kurd! atari 
contrary to the wishes cf the majority of the population, and 
enquired whether it would he posoible to force the Kurdish leaders, 
whose lends lay astride the frontier, to become Iraqi subjects 
and to give up or.ee and for all their lande on the Iranian aide 
of the frontier. In thla way they might be refused the right to 
•nter Iran and the ireqien Government would be forced to accept 
responsibility for maintaining these firebrands under control in 
Iraq. 


3. 1 evaded this question and asked the General whether he 

really thought that Rama uaahid and the other leaders of the present 
revolt were carrying on a movement which hsd not the support of the 
majority of ths Kurds. Ha replied that only 10,i of ths population 
supported the rebels and that the rest of the population either 
helped the rebels because they eouid not avoid doing so or entirely 
disapproved of the revolt against Iranian Oivoraaunt authority. 

This gr>ve me the opening which 1 wanted and I them asked the Uanerul 
whether ha was aura that of the population dlsapprov*d*the 
rebels' efforts to obtain batter conditions for Kurdistan aud 
whether it waa not true that most kurus, for many years peat* had 
had much to eomplaln of with regard to the officials which the 
Iranian Government had maintained in Kurdistan. Hod they not a 
number of grievance a and were they not to some extent justified 
in protesting against the failure of the Iranian Government to 
enquire into their complaints end to make eerloue attempts tc 
remedy at least turn of them. 


4 . 


Jhahbakhtl wee not prepared to admit 


that the 



frankly, 

Kurds had had In the past any grounds for oomplalnt l nt the 
time he evidently realised that I thought that the Kurda had a 
number of grievances which required to be examined by the Ireadian 
Authorities. He oritieised the Kurds' Inability to govern them- 
lves and 




to imply that this absolved the Iranian Government 
from the used for providing effiolent and honest officials for 
Kurdistan. He than asked no If 1 Knew that the Kurds wore dl 



sat lax led about, and If so. whether I had any views as to ths best 

s of ths Kurds' dlseetlsfaotlon. 

ary leaders of the 



1 replied 


way of remedying the oau 
that I had not mat any Kurdish no table a or 
present revolt; 1 hsd paid two 34-hour visits to oenne since I 
arrived In Iran nearly six years ago so I could hardly pretend to 
know a great deal about the Kurds or their grievances, in eay oa 
I said, I bad instructions from the British negation to maintain 
a detached attitude towards all Kurdldh rebels and to do all in 
my power to support the Iranian Authorities in their efforts to 
restore order and their authority In Kurdistan. At the seme time 
I knew that the Britt ah Government hoped that the Iranian Author¬ 
ities would redress the Kurds* legitimate grievances. In view of 
the foregoing, any observations which I made to him were purely 
ay own end did not represent the views of the British -eg*tion 
or of Hie Majesty's Government. 




H. 


o. From conversations which 1 had.with a number or Iranians 

or various categories, I had gained tho impression that most or 
the .\uraa felt that the/ had been badly governed lor totiny /ears 
past and that they were anxious that in future* the officials 
serving in Kurdistan should he honest, effioient and. above all, 
he chosen as lar as possible irom among the Kurds themselves* 

They van ted to be governed by persons of their own ruee end 
religion; they objected to taxes being collected in Kurdistan 
Slid the money thus collected being spent on officials who were 
inefficient and dishonest or spent outside Kurdistan on projects 
which did not benefit the Kurds or their province e.g. on beauti¬ 
fying Tehran* They objected to conscription which, because they 
were poor, they could not svsds by the payment of bribes, ss 

ned in the osse or richer Iranians. They felt thst the 
Iranian Government neglected their province end thst there were 
fewer schools end less medical facilities per head of the popula¬ 
tion than in moat other provinces. 

6* ir there was any truth in the above reports describing 

the Kurds' grievances, the reasons for the present trouble in 
Kurdistan were obvious, for they expleined it* Assuming that these 
reports vers true, it seemed to me that thr Iranian Government 
could restore peace auxin* the Kurds by the simple process of 
redressing most of the »rlevanoes* The Iranian Army could, of 
course, if it seriously set out to crush thp. kurus. succeed in 
doing so within e lew months, but I considered thst it would be 
s mistake to deal harshly with the Kurds (who after ell, had some 
or.use for eomplsint), for by Ubing so tho Iranian Government 
would ersets anon* the Kurds 


ha ppe 

Irani 


mong the K 


a strojig spirit of revenge end within 


one or two years, they would very likely seise the first favour¬ 
able opportunity for attacking tho Iranian troops sent to garrison 
Kurdistan* A long-term, far-sighted policy was boat, X thought, 
for if the Kurds could be marts to feel confident thst the Iranian 


Government really intended to make radical changes in the ad¬ 
ministration of Kurdistan, there see m ed to ms no reason shy they 



should not asses their opposition^, end shy they Should not re 
peet end obey the Iranian Government* e representatives throughout 
the whole pro vinos 


7 . 


1 thought therefore that the Kurds would cease resistance 


if the following ref ones were lntroduoedi- 

(a) The employment of more Kurds in the Administration,(Polios, 

Amnlehs end other Government ^apartments, as far as possible 

(b) Cancellation of arrears of taxation; the poverty in Kurd¬ 


istan made it useless to insist on attempting to collect 


(c; 


taxes which it wee obviously impossible for the persona 
concerned to pay. 



Suspension of Conscription, 
unpopular measure, for one or two y 

nta in the Public health. Education and 



(d) Xaprov 



e most 

grlculture 


(irrigation) services throughout the provinos* 


d. 1 finally ventured to prediet thst, If the Kurds were 

given the better admin 1 strati on for which they were now clamouring 
end if they were satisfied , their disarming would be an easy 
matter in one yeer*s time for they would then respond to the 
Iranian Government's appeal to hand over any ante still in the 
possession of the tribal population. 


9* 

to 


wor 







\ minimise the difficulties which would need 
but X ventured the personal opinion that it wee 


while considering a settlement on the above lines* The Kurdi 


knew that they would get neither encouragement nor help from Hi 
Majesty's Government* If they were giveu no chance of making 
known end of explaining their grievances there wee, I said, the 
possibility thst they might turn to the Russians for assistance 




rr a cement and danger to the Iranian 
i advisable that the Iranian Author¬ 
ities should try end make friends with the Kurds rather than 
make the enemies of them. 1 ended by emphasising that the views 


That might be e source 
Government and it 


< 


which 


l 


vhiah X had put forward were purely ;arsouAl turn did not neoeesar 
UjT represent tha view* or tha British .-sgution at Tehran or of 
the aritiah uoaarcuae.it. 


lo. 


General ^hahbalsht 


him know what I thought 


W5 


auked 


la tor hewing eo iraiUly let 

, _ Eurdistua problem and osld that ha 

n«d already suggested to tha newly-appointed Fanaandar of Kurdistan 

tUexiUxiah Aell) that aoua reform* should l»« introduced in Kuraiata. 

The new 


population 


annandar was, he said, a Kurd. /.a ha was alto « wealthy 

lana-owner in Kurdistan, ho had tha interests ox tne pi*o vines at 

heart and world he tha last per eon to extort money from tha Kurdish 

/or that reason ha tlionght that tha position in 

cardie tan would in pro to. He said that ha intended himself to 

visit i.urdiatan ohortly m*i wcuid uieoue* future plane for Kurdl eta 
with the new ‘fermnndur. 


11 . 


did not prase General tShahhakhtl 


to atrta whether ha 
proposed to oontlnue military operations against the Kurds. It la 

reported that ha wishes to re-oooupy Gakkis and to re-establish 
a £ear1eon there, and it la probable* therefore, that ha will reel 
it necessary to drive the Kurds out of SnUUs In order to re* 
assert hie position and to restore the Army's lowered prestige. 

It la difficult to foresee whether he will hold hie hand end at¬ 
tempt a peaceful settlement of the problem or whether he will adopt 
immediate military measures to re-oooupy Saicnia and thereby risk 
the Inevitable and possibly serious oonac^ueuoee which must result 
from a clash with the Kurds in the Sakkle district. 


IB* i have spoken Vo both the Us tender and the Fnrmandar 

of Kerasnahuh regarding the Kurdistan problem la tame similar to 

those used by me to General J-hahb&kh ti and * xoov that tha above 

officialc fully realise the need for arriving at a peaceful settle 

meat ox the Kurdish imbroglio, The Jetender Germander tell me 

that they intend visiting Tehran before tha and of March and die- 

cussing tha Kurdish problem with the members of tha Iranian 

Cabinet. They wish to obtain instructions for dealing with this 

deHosts problem and it xa to be hoped that they will reeelve 

orders to attempt xa negotiated settlament without delay* Should 

General shahbakhtl "gat in first 1 * ana solitary oparatlona be 

recommenced tha success of attempts which m**y be sate later on 

to secure e settlement ay negotiation* may as seriously preju¬ 
diced. 


ika *. & fma^Russrn 

H. d. U, Consul. 


British Consulate, 
Kcraung hah, 
lath March, 1P43. 


H. M. Minister, i'ehran iDespatch Mo. *5) 
Copy to H. M. Ambassador, Molded 
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at Kermanahah 
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British .Consulate 

Kermanahah. 
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Secret Memorandum dated 
March 15th 1942 by H.M.'s 


Consul, Kermanahah. 


Fears entertained by Abdulla Beker, 
Iraq. Consul Kermaashah, regarding 
development of Communism in Iran and 

Iraq. 
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especially that the Soviet Authorities might be tempted to aid 6 
abet the foroea of disorder, which might attempt to overthrow the 
Iranian Govt., in order to instal a Soviet regime in Iran. If. 


as he feared, Conmrani 



became established in Iran, the outlook 


for Iraq would be serious indeed. It was for this reason that 
he had ralBed the above question, upon which he felt very strong¬ 
ly; indeed, he oonsldered that the only hope of avoiding the 
disasters which, he felt certain, lay ahead lay In energetic and 
prompt British intervention. 

4 . 


I strove to minimise the dangere which my Iraqi 


had conjured up but ha was fl 



in hia belief that unplaa 


oollaagua 

t & 



dangerous developments wars likely to oeeur in Iran* and poasJkhr 
Iraq- in the not vary distant future. I pointed to the ebvlous 
difficulties vhleh the Iranians had in governing themselves and 
that it was not surprising that tha Hus si ana should ba appsalad 
to by the dlaoontedted people in N. Iran for help in re storing 
ordar out of tha chaos which they found on arriving there* At 
the same time I agreed that it might be to everybody*a disadvan¬ 
tage If Communism gained too fl 

the danger of that foxv X said, 
stay in Iran long enough to leave e pe 
pression upon the masses who, at heart 

Russian taek-masters. In ana or two years, it aetmsd to 
likely that tha Russians could have the time to work up a strong 



a hold upon Iran; I minimised 
tha Baselana would probably net 

t and favourable im- 



preferred Iranian to 




feeling in favour of th 



Ives 



the 



Jorlty of the popu¬ 


lation; by two years, however, it was to be expected that tha 
war would ba over and tha Rub si an a would withdraw their troops 


and officials fr 



Iran. It was to bo hopsd that Communi 



would net have had time by then to taka too deep a root in Iran. 




As 1 have very little definite Information regarding tha 


Soviet Author!ties* present activities in Iran 1 cannot Judge 


how far the Soviet Government is loyally supporting tha Iranian 


Govt, or whether it 



in feet, be carrying on propaganda 


which la at variance with tha policy of co-operation which it 
outwardly profeseee to be adopting in Iran. It la dlffisult, 
therefore to express an opinion as to whether Abdulla Baker* s 
fears ere groundless or not. X should add that, so for, I have 
reoalvad no reliabl# reports showing that the Russian Authori¬ 
ties have started to carry on subversive activities er Common!* 
propaganda hers; tha recent re-opening ef the Russian Consulate 


here with a suspiciously large staff 



a 'propaganda drive* hut on the other hand it 


herald the launching tf 




an nothing 


of importance. In view, however, ef the persistent, if uncon¬ 
firmed rumours of Russian efforts to popularise Os m n unl i in U 

apparently unnecessary Consulate here 

m h. fate- ^ 



Iren, the opening of 
I think, e disquieting development* 


le 


9 


(152/55/42) British Embassy, 

BaO&ad* 

19th March, 1942. 



the consul at Kcrmanahah reporta 
that the Persian General officer 
Commanding returned to Rarmanahah 
on March 12th from Tehran where he 


la a 



hare dlsouaaed the 


5u r 


rdiah question, it la not 
i decisions were reached. 


known 




about the 
at methods 
n without 
Ion. Re 


d of March to dlacuaa 
restoring peace In k 
course to military in 


concessions to the 


their grievances* 


The oowernor-oeneral has stated 


has expressed the view that to oSuah the 
rds would be only a temporary and 
oily unsatlafaotoiy solution of the 
problem and that it ought to be possible 
1 9 put an end to the Kurdish troubles by 
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3AVIN0RAH. 



Fromj H.M.Minister, TEHRAN 


To* FOREIGN OFFICE. 


NO.t 294 


Date* 6th Maroh 1942 


Addressed to Ho.294, 

Repeated to India,.. n 150, 
n to Ankara, * 59. 


KUIBYEHHEFF SAVING Ho. 12, V* 
BAGHDAD, w " 56*^ 

MIN8TATS CAIRO, " 8. 


Following received from TABRIZ* tel. Ho.50 of Haroh 2nd, 



Local situation has lately deteriorated owing to 
continued armed burglaries and authority-flouting attitude 
of certain Committee Leaders. KURDS are again walking about 
the streets armed. Chief of polios seems willing to tides 
firmer action although he realises his police are too weak 
or inefficient to cope fully but the Governor-General said 
to be temporising. Meanwhile residents nervous and pre¬ 
parations for flight increasing. There are bitter complaints 
against British Consul for allowing situation to become so bad! 


2. I have had long conversation with Soviet Consul- 

General and decided that Russian co-operation in assuring 
order may be necessary, but I begin to think that Iranian 
authorities do not want any such collaboration, - at least 
until sltftatddn gets even worse. Perhaps they wish to force 
the return of Iranian troops here, but my 8ovlet colleague 
imputes more sinister motives consonant with enemy plans for 
disorder. 



ployment and business stagnation 
> present position together with 
ment's ability or even sympathy. 


confidence 


My chief fCar is that 


out to TEHRAH, when It would be 
so badly Is AZERBAIJAN pictured 

4. 

sponsible 
in the 


ay clear 
replace them 


BUTLARD. 
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British Smbassy, 

Bagdad. 

11th March, 1942. 


Dear Lyon, 


Tour letter No. C/ll/953 of the 3rd Mach. 

You vi 11 perhaps be interested to know that 
8ir Reader Bullard proposes to send the Oriental 
Secretary from the Legation at Tehran to visit 
various places in Persian Kurdistan to study 
the situation. He will do his best not to inspire 
the Kurds with baseless hopes or the Iranians with 
suspicions. 

2. Sir Reader reports that the danger from 
8ovlet encouragement of the Kurds in the North 
seems to have diminished at least for the present. 
The Soviet authorities in Persia are nov assisting 
rather than hindering the Persian authorities 

in restoring order. 

3. As you know, Holman is going to Tehran 

as Counsellor in a few days. He is fully aware 
of all the implications of the Kurdlah situation 
and will, I am sure, be of the greatest assistance 
to ua. 

Yours sincerely, 

(iftgned) V.HOLT. 



LXKUT.COLONSL W.A.LYON O.B.B 



1ISTRY OF THE INTERIO 

'IRAQ. 



I 




Baghdad the IQ. 4 . 2 

P.S.No. ^-fr^ . 


Ly 

/« 




St 






K 



Reference Iyon’s c/H/953 of 3.3.42. 

A 

Could I have copies of your 152/44/42 andr- 




152/39/42 referred to ? 








Captain V.Holt, CMG. MVO. 
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So* C/ll/953# 

POLITICAL ADVISER'S QFUCE, 

L T 0 RTH ERT AREA. 


Kirkukd Karen , 19 42# 



JUL^y< 




'V* 


gjs~ 


Reference your 1 5£ 
Ja'fer Sultan end also 
Persian Government Agent 
conveyed H.E's message, 
tiiere' is no truth in the 



I have spoken to 
his son wno is 


the 


and 


no 
the 


Beg being 
were there 
ment would 
brother's acts 


m nsg 

for toe Lohun tribal area 
Both cf taem assure me that 
allegation. Fur thermo re Karim 

stated that 


officially recognized agent has 

the Persian Oovern- 


ary truth in the allegation 
not be slow in holding him responsible for his 

r- 



I enclose a letter from Manmud Kaan Kanisonan, the 
officially recognized Persian Agent for Leri van which after 
about two months seems to have reached me through the A.L.O, 

is 


a ulaimani 


It is 


* 




4^7 





a sorry tale of woe from a person m .o 
supposed tu be the fair haired boy oi the Persian government 
and the mention of anaum kahmua in this or in some other 

for the Kurds in Persia 


seizeu letter as 


a possible leader 

for the arrest oi Shaikh Ahmad 


is probably responsible 
(Konaposni) by the administrative authorities in Sulaimani# 

I have not replied# 


Referring to the enclosure to your 



February, I am cf-course unacquainted with 
but I oannot help feeling that Snan Baktis version seems 


of 19tn 
facts 


‘> 

to 

question wnereas no Kurdish 

heard 


be invariably accepted witnout 

version seems to be ever brought to light, nor have I 
of any sincere efia't to ascertain facts and effeot a settle 
ment on the lines proposed last October* 


As I 


see things, apart from the activities of the 

robber Baron Kama Rashid Khan the Kurds 

are friendly 

Government with whom we 


are definitely 

to the British 


groping for self determination 

cause and nostile to tne Persian 
have just completed a treaty for tne duration oi tne war# 

I presume the Persians would never have signed such a 
treaty had not the British and Russian forces occupied the 
oountry# On tae other hand this occupation has given the 
Kurds tne chance for which they had waited so long and 

tne British as liberators 

believe otherwise# 


rigatly or wrongly 
and nothing we can say 


they regard 

will make them 


As things are, 
between our treaty and 
not 


further fighting may 
non treaty friends ana 


be 


as 


expec ted 
like a3 


eventually fall into line 
our enemies. 


What happens 
but 



one side or tne other will 
with tne Axis, thereby adding to 

in Persian nuraistan is no direct concern of mine 
this is unlikely to stop on tne frontier 1 feel justified 
in suggesting that some further effort be miade through the 
British. Authorities to arrive &t a democratic unbiassed 
and peaceful settlement. 


Capt: V, Holt, C.L.G., C.V.O 
Oriental Secretary, 

British Si.bassy, 



Copy to ; 



i C.J. Edmonds Esq., C.L.G, 


BECHET 


No. G/330 , 

Gen -Staff Branch, 
H.Q,., Tenth Array, 
19 Feb 42. 



SubjectHOKD I ASH ID. 


Tiie following extract from an appreciation 
of the KUKDISII situation in HEB8IA by Major General THOMSON, 
Gorad 6 Ind Div is forwarded for your information. 

" A real effort should be made to bring 

pressure to bear on MOHD BASH ID from IRAQ. H 

IflDHD BASHID appears to have been in Command 
of the KUBDI3II hostiles who recently attacked SAKKIZ. 






BB. 





eut-General, 
Commander. 
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My telegram no. 116. 

Following i8 summary of soviet 
Ambassador’s note‘dated February 12 th conveying his 

government’s reply. 

The Soviet Government consider that His 
Majesty’s Government’s*information from Tehran and 
Angora about events in Iran, Azerbaijan and Northern 
^rdistan is false, inaccurate and exaggerated. The 
Soviet Government are naturally interested in 
maintaining public order and security <jb (0 

particularly in the regions where soviet forces are’ 
stationed. They consider, however, that order 
should be maintained by the Iranian Government 
themselves. The soviet authorities are fully 
prepared to assist and are actually assisting the 
Iranian authorities to take the necessary measures. 
The soviet Government have never objected to the 
numbers of Iranian police and gendarmerie being 
increased when necessary and when the Iranian 
Government have requested this to be done, 
instructions to consider favourably the Iranian 
Government’s wishes in this respect were sent to the 
Soviet Ambassador at Tehran early in January. They 
had also agreed as soon as the i r anian Government 
approached them, that the required numbers of 
Iranian troops should be sent to Azerbaijan and 
Khorassan to deal with the bandits and to restore 
order. soviet troops in these provinces were 
also instructed to assist the local Iranian 
authorities in restoring order. 

The soviet Ambassador at Tehran had also, 
on instructions, twice called the attention of the 
Iranian Government to the need for urgent measures 
to combat the rebels and had offered to give the 
I r anian Government any help they required to re¬ 
establish order. The i r anian prime Minister had 
expressed his thanks for the assistance given by the 

Soviet Government. 

Any information differing from these facts 
should not be considered reliable and may be the 
work of Hitlerite agents who are trying, especially 
in the disturbed districts, to spread provocative 
rumours e.g. that some of the rebel leaders in 
rhorassan are English agents. It is the task of 


J L/RD 
R K 
R K 


rumours e.g. xnax some ox tne reuoi icouoro 
Khorassan are English agents. It is the task of 
the Iranian authorities with the help of the soviet 
authorities on the spot to dispel all such rumours 

whose only aim is to stir up trouble amongst the 

population. rj^e 



The Note maintains that the events in Northern 
Kurdistan were a sequel to troubles in the southern part 
or the province while the situation in Rezaieh was caused 
by the provocative attitude of the Governor who was 
spreading false rumours and trying to stir up trouble 
between the Arabic nationalities. After the Governor 
had been dismissed by the Iranian Government and had 
left Rezaieh, the situation returned to normal and the 
Soviet forces -stationed there helped considerably in 
effecting this. in this case also the soviet Government 
agreed to despatch as many gendarmerie and police as the 
Iranian Government wished to send to Rezaieh. 


2. I asked the soviet Ambassador when he left this 

note with me on February 12th to thank his Government 
for their full reply and to tell them t hat my lates t 
information confirmed^that the^situatlon ha<T been 

s&ihul liu fell uiii'e xnax _ tnis was so and hoped we 
would not be too ready to believe'Iranian and Turkish 
complaints about soviet behaviour. They were, after 
all, prejudiced parties in these matters. I said that 
it was not a question of believing these reports but 
that when I received such information I r thought it only 
the part of an ally to pass it on. i should certainly 
expect the soviet Government to do the same. 
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THE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compli¬ 
ments to His Majesty’s Representative at fen ^ A «. ^ 
and transmits herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 

Foreign Office, 
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No* IS* 

(E 685/21/54) 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l. 

50th January, 1942 



Sir, 

With reference to my telegram 116 of the 
£let January and previous correspondence regarding 
reoent developments in Persian Azerbaijan and 
Kurdistan, I transmit herewith copies of an aide 
memoirs handed to M* Stalin on the 20th December 
last, of a note from the Soviet Ambassador 
transmitting his government's reply, and of my two 
notes to M* Maisky of the 17th January and the 21st 
January* 




I m 


sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Ambassadors at Cairo, Angora, 
Kuibyshev and Bagdad* 


I 


am, with great truth and regard. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(For the Secretary of State) 

• lO * Qouydfo 


Sir Reader Bullard, K.C.M.Q., C.I.E., 


etc*, etc*, 

Tehran* 


etc* 


on reoeaber «nd Turkish ministry for Foreign Affair? j 
oo»m»ni«ai»rt nn a 1*«- daoiro to H.M. abosey c aplnir.ln,; ] 
thot the ford* wore ululng at «itt«bU»hUg on lnd«p*n<ient 
urdleh stot«» ttwt they were tfing iiMoartgcj by thi 
occupying force* in ! oral*, nad that they wore Mining 
Into Tuptiwh territory* 

.'•n !«eember th the Turkish '«?or*tory-~>cn*rfcl epoKe 
very *orn*etly about this subject and said thot the 
Turkish Oovernacat night hove to fiend troupe to the 
Turkish side of th** frontier* 

tilr '. Uullard hoe eyoksa to hie soviet eolleague 
end suggested thot he should reesoure hie Turkish ooll « 
tlr h. bullard think* thot one eouoe of euaplei a nay t>« 
o propaganda vie It of ur-ileh and other tribal leedrre 
to uitLu organised by the loviot authorities* The ovi«t 
Ambassador stated thot this visit hod been purely cultural 
but admitted thot he hod not heon Info rood about It In 
advenee* 

• ^ . • v,:, v _' I 

.a eeeaber 11 th the Turkish lovernnent ooausU^tcii 
o oesoad Aido^.laoire aouplsinlng thot coaauaiootleae 
with Tehran hod boon virtually severed by turdieh 
aotlvitla*' thot urdloh revolutionary elements eore 
being definitely onoouragsd l>y the novlet oocupyln^ 
fore«o t and that a dangerous state of disorder hod • 
resulted* 

Although tho Turkish aovemnent'o lnforantlen 1* much 
ttkoggeroted there in a real danger that these dov*lop*entr 
nay load to eotraageaeat between the Turks and the 
uooiono end ourselves* it would therefore by helpful 
if the "'oviut “lovemnent could do sene thing to r«aoau re 
the Tarnish tovsraasnt* Aodordih* to fir *>. dullard 
tho am in difficulty la that owlet poliUeol policy in 
th* a ovist occupied sane is run by an organisation over 
vhioh the soviet Minister at Tshron hoe little lotiuenc>. 





1st January, 194*4 



In anavar to tha Memorandum 
cm the Kurd affair In Iran which 
you wore good enough to deliver 
to u. uoletov in woecow on the 

90th eoeaber, l an instructed 

toy ay Government to transmit 
the enclosed Meaorendoa* 

Aooept, Sir, the expression 
of ay high consideration sad 
asteen* 


» 

(Signed) j. Maisky 


Kt. Son* Anthony ed^le tt.r 



of state for 


Foreign Affairs* 



%h*t9 
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9 ®P 3 f. 

(* 861 / 91 / 94 ) 


FORXIO* 0P7ICS* 3.W.I. 

17th January* 1948 


Your xca lleney* 

I have the honour to aoknowlodgs with thanks tho 
reoalpt of your not# of tho lat January* eonmunlaating 
a tnenorandum preparsd by tho covlot Government rocarding 
tho aasioty of TurkOnhrespentlng events in Portion 

urdlotan. 

8. His "ajaaty'a sbnasador at /-ngora has now 
reported that* on his return to > : agora from voaoow* ho 
has ^akan to tho Turkish vinistor for orolgn *ffairs 
In odltablo toms with rsfsronoo to rooont Turkish 
oonmunl oat ions tddrossod to tho British Choosy on 
this subjsat* Z an. kovowtr* drawing tho sttsntlon 
of His Kajssty'a nbasssdor to tho otstonont in tho 
^omorandun sonmunloatsd In your no to under reply to 
the of foot that tho Turk 1 ah Government hove never hitherto 
made any dfaarohe to tho soviet Government on this 
question. Rio aaJonty'o Ambassador to being Informed 
that* If tho Turktah author!ties wish to moke any 
furthor onquirloa on thin point* thoy can bo advlaad to 
addroae thonaolvoo direst to tho soviot Qo vormaont* who 
will than no doubt furnish then with s full explanation* 

1 have* oto*» 

( 'm* tho dsorotory of atoto) 

(3lined) Harold Csools. 


Hlo Sxcallonay 

vonoieur Joan fcaioky* 

ots.» Ote.f oto.# 

Harrington Rousa* 

Hi Xsnsingtsn Paisas Gordons* v.g. 
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Addressed to TEHRAN No. 247 of Feb.16. 


190 


273 


Rptd. Bagdad No. 

Angora No. 

M. of 3. Cairo, No. 117 
Govt, of India No. 2939. 

Your telegrams No. I 85 and 209 . I 
agree with the line you propose to take and 
approve of your proposal to send Oriental 
Secretary on a tour of Kurdistan. 
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4th February 1942. 


Foreign Office 
India . 


NO 


to Ankara 


to Baghdad 3AVI NS 
to Cairo " 



Kulbysheff 


T» 



Prime Minister Informs me that It was the day after 
the signature of the Treaty that the 8oviet Ambassador 
gave permission for the despatoh of troops to KHAIXHAL. 

Re states that the Ambassadorat the suns time conveyed 
asset ran oes of his Government’s good Intentions towards 
Persia. 


Copies! 

File, 

Clrc. 

Saving Bg^D, 

* Cairo, 

" Kuiby’ff 


BULLARD 





Priorrty. Important. T.0.0. 2225 

Tel. Mo. 031. 

Date.10/2 
Date reed. 10/2. 

From. 6 Ind Div. 

Added. Tenth Army. 

GAIT YOU ASCERTAIN 7VHETHER LIOHD RASHID BEG AT,TAS TTAT.TA RASHID 
KHAN HAS BEEN TO MIMA EE GENTLY AND IF SO T/HETHER HE IS STILL 
THERE OR HAS RETURNED TO PERSIAN KURDISTAN. 


Copies to:- 


EMBASSY. 

O.I.O.I. 
G.S.(I). 
C/C G(SD 
0/C (Ops 



Gen Staff. 


No. 330/G, 

Gen Staff Branch, 
HQ, Tenth Army. 

11 Feh^2. 






(152/44/42) British Embassy, 

Bagdad. 


16th February 1942. 


Dear Lyon, 


I ( I send you herewith a copy of 
^HljMerao No.G 330/ of the 9th February 
[from Tenth Army. 


As we hare notf been asked to do 
anything about paragraph (1) His 
Excellency is taking no action at 
present but he suggests that you 
might find an opportunity to tell 
Jafar Sultan that Hama Amin is 
spoiling the chances of return to 
Iran of Jafar Sultan and the rest 
of his family and that he cannot 
expect us to help to secure if if 

Hama Amin continues to loot innocent 
■writer villagers. 



Your8 sincerely, 

cijao v. 

* 


LIEUT COL.W.A.LYON O.B.E. 

n 
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Copy of paras 2 and 5 of letter No 13 B/PA dated 3 Feb 42 
received from the Political Adviser KERMANSHAH. 


4 -- 2 - 


2 . 


General SHAHBAKTI told me to-day that HAMA AMINBKG-I 


JAAFAR SUITAN has collected a number of followers and rifles 
and is engaged in looting Villages in the neighbourhood of 
AVROMAN and NAUSUD. He has enquired whether pressure can he 
brought to bear on HAMA AHIN's relations in order to secure his 
return to IRAC* 


5. 


I gather that there is a certain amount of uneasiness in 


IRAQ, and elsewhere as to the possible effect on IRAQI KURDS 
should the Persians execute captured Kurdish rebel leaders, 
is in 


It 


take place. 


y opinion impossible to expect that no executions will 

The KURDS themselves know very well that if they 
fight the Persians and their leaders are captured they will be 
& shot and I think that the execution of some of the leaders is 
necessary to prevent further trouble. As I have already remarked 
in a previous letter anything in the nature of wholesale reprisals 
should be prevented, if necessary by diplomatic action in TEHRAN. 

I do not think that a few executions should upset the KURDS and they 
are in my opinion necessary in order to deter other would-be leaders 
from starting trouble. As I understand that orders have been sent 
to General SHAHBAKTI not to uarry out executions without reference 
to TEHRAN the damage of wholesale executions seems to be fairly 
remote, unless SHAHBAKTI disobeys his orders. 



To, 


The British Embassy 


, BD. Y 


Subject :- 




o G. 330/ 

Gen Staff Branch, 
H.Q., Tenth Army. 
9 Feb 42. 


^ this view, c.£., 1AZIRISTAN. 


The Force Commander heartily endorses 


HR. 



9 VUtt ’ 


f* 7* 


l 






Gen Staff. 
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From: h.M. MINISTER 
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To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 
Despatched : 14.2.42 (1400) 


Received : 


14.2,42 (1900) 


Decyphered : 16.2.42 (09l0) 


Ne. 


47 


of 


14.2.42 


rptd to 


Addressed to 




EIGN 05FICB 208, 


Govt, of I n dia, 97, 

Bagdad no. 47, 

Angora no. 32, 

Cairo No* 29/Saving. 

My telegram no. 179. 

Force occupying saq&iz was a token 
force of one squadron only. on February 9th 
l^rds unexpectedly attacked and retook the 
town killing the General Officer commanding 


Amini. 


This reverse muBt inevitably 


CW/S K/J P 
RK 
RK 






0 


<ii. 



affect the Persian Government's attitude 

towards l^rdistan, see my telegram no. 185. 
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BRITMILAT reptd TENTH ARMY. 
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From:- H.Q. 6 IND PIV 


1 9*3 

••••■• % i W 


12 


Have the Persian Oevt. formulated or Issued any policy for 


ubj 


what do 


with 


(,) In particular 
and 300 female and 


child Galbeghi prisoners believed 
Qurveh respectively. 


Diwan 


and 


TOO 1550 LST THI 1600 




* 


FEB 1942 




%« 


To: 


H.B.M’s Embassy < 

Baghdad. 


Ne. G.S."I"/215/'I'(a) 
H.Q. Tenth Army. 
i3 February, 1942. 


Subject: 



Forwarded for information. 

d. £ . 


(?. 


3.G.S. 



Copy to:- 


C.I.C.I. 

4 

"G'l 


Lt-C«l. 

G.S."I". 


• MP^Y 


How received 

PARAP 
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From : 

Sir R* Ballard, 

Thhran* 

Copies to : 


No. 48 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched : 13/2/42, 19*40 hre 
Received : 14/2/42, 11*00 


Decyphered : 


11*30 » 


- r - 

of 13th February* 1942 




CB/ODM 

JM 

RE 


Addressed to FOREIGN OFFICE No* 209 
Repeated to India, 


Bagdad, 
Angora, 
Minister 


of State 


Please add the following (as para 
No* 4*) to ay telegram No* 185 of February 
beginss- 


graph 
6 th, 


4. 


I propose to send the Oriental Secretary 


8aspic Ions* 


The danger froi 


presently to various places in Kurdistan to study 
the slta&tion* He will do his best not to inspire 
the Kards with baseless hopes or Iranians with 

the Soviet encouragement 
of the Kards in the North seems to have diminished 
at least for the present* Thanks to yoar repre¬ 
sentations for to the sigpatare of the treaty or to 
both the So'rist authorities are assisting rather 
than hindering the Iranian authorities in restoring 
order* 


r 


/ 






a.^c,c.tx.i. Co. ^« tf'iojjjtH) 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Bagdad, 9th February, 1942. 
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NO. 13/13/4/1165. 
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C : 


The Ministry of Foreign Affaire present their 
compliments to Hi® Britannic Majesty’s Embassy, Bagdad, and, 
with reference to the Embassy’s note No. 779 dated 30th 


December 


the honour to state that the Iranian 


Government had approached the appropriate Iraqi authorities 
about Hama Rashid Khan Winah and his activities in Iranian 


territory, asking that he should be induced to return to 


Iraq. 


The Iraqi authorities pointed out that Hama Rashid 


more 


in Iran than in 


and 


that 


ccount 


unlikely 


respond to any 


to him to return to Iraq and take up residence in it. If, 

duiLt 

however, the Iranian authorities could sa p e-1 Hama Rashid (tot 

Iranian territory into Iraq, the Iraqi authorities 


would rivet their attention on him and take s)eps a® 
necessary to remove him away from district® dose to the 


frontier. 


The necessary steps have actually been taken in 


all frontier districts to watch the movements of HamaRashid 

( 1 

and as soon as the Iranian forces shall have succeeded in 

» 

pursuing him.out into Iraq territory, he will be arrested 

I 

andremoved away from the frontier districts. 

1 

/ The Ministry avail themselves of the opportunity to 
r - /express their highest consideration and eBteem. 

X7/ / .v.j ~ 





la Britannic 


Majesty's Embassy, 
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SAVINQRAM. 


Prom: H.I.I.Minis ter, TEHRAN 


To: FOR31 ON OFFICE 
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a te: 


3rd February 1942 


Addressed 
repeated 

If 
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It 

ft 


to Foreign Office 

to Ankara . 

to Xuibysheff ... 
to Baghdad SAVING- 
to Cairo " 

to India " 


No 

tf 
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It 


165, 

25, 

44, 

22 , 

19, 

7 . 


t 


Following received from TABRIZ 


4 


BSOINS: 


There has been 


outbreak of 

le in^brigandage and unrest 


SARAB which Governor 


to 


political 

incitement of Soviet agents based on ARDEBIL. Hi' 


colleague denies this 
Russian officers with 




to send three 


to calm down 


which is at least a change from former attitude 






BULLARD. 







Addressed to Foreign Office 

repeated to India *. 

" to Kuibyaheff 3AYCTO 

" to Cairo w ~“ 

* to Baghdad - 

* to Ankara .. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Military authorities report 
improvement in the Soviet attitude on the subject of eecurity 
during the kst few days* Persian troops are being sent to 
quell disorder in the KHALKHAL area between UIAJUSH and ARDSBIL 

though at present Soviet authorities expect them to be with¬ 
drawn when operatione completed* Soviet authorities no longer 
object to the eiqployment of adequate nunfcers of police and 
gendarmerie at RXZAISB* 


Ho. 157, 
" 74, 




•t 







SAVINGRAM 


To: BAGHDAD Savin# No. 20 
" CAIRO " " 2 

" INDIA " " 5 


eh ru a 


Following received from TABRIZ, No. 20, 


dated January 25th. 


BEGINS; 

I found order completely restored at REZAIEH By Soviet 
military authorities. Iranian difficulties are due largely to 
cowardice and inefficiency of leading officials on the spot and 
apparent lack of comprehension and inactivity in TEHRAN. Both 
police and gendarmerie in REZAIEH area practically useless rabble 
without immediate reorganization. Stories of dangerous Assyrian 
and Armenian Committees are exaggerated, although some small com¬ 
mittees probably exist. The Iranians have shamefully persecuted 
and bullied these communities for years and probably have guilty 

conscience now that Government has virtually collapsed outside 
the towns. I strongly recommend^Ho the Soviet military commandant 
preservation of order, and reasonable support and encouragement 
of feeble local authorities. Kurds to not appear to be giving 
trouble in REZAIEH aj^e itself but are practically independent in 
their own districts. While the Soviet military authorities 
have correctly but aloofly there are the same evidences of Soviet 
Political Officers meddling and tempering, especially with rural 
population as I have repeatedly reported in TABRIZ area. 

2. I hear new Govemor-Genrra2, t o? e AZERBAIJAN, is going to 
REZAIEH at once. It needs (l.g.u.) man of special character and 
tact with proper backing and authority otherwise I do not see 
how TEHRAN sovereignty can be maintained much longer except as 
a fiction. 


3. My remarks do not include Governor R(-) now acting 

Governor-General who is facing position well. But he is a 

physically feeble man. 



BULLARD. 
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+ 1 change 






From : 

Sir R. Ballard, 

Tehran 

Copies to : ( sQ q 


C 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched : 6/2/h 2, 22*00 hrs 



Received : 7/2/42, 08. 30 


II 


Ctc ( 


Decyphered : 


10.50 


+ 1 change 



No. 43 


of 6th February, 1942 


Addressed to FORE 
Please pass t*o 


OFFICE No. 186 
yshav as 49 


Repeated to Oowt* of India, 88, 

Bagdad, 43* 

Ankara, 

Minister of State, 
Cairo. 


Kuibyshev* 


My telegram No* 185, not repeated to 


The Consul at Tabriz reports that a 
Kurdish notable is keeping order alt 8aa+ Bulaq 
with the approval, of Tehran and that sanction has 
been given for a similar arrangement among Manakh 
tribes* and that+according to the+Acting Ooverhor- 
general of Razaleh two local sub-govern ora have 
been appointed in non-Kurdish areas of the Salmas 
•♦district but that an attempt to appoint a local 
Kurd in a Kurdish area failed because of inter¬ 
tribal jealousy* 


CB/GDM 
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H.M. MINISTER To: H. M. AMBASSADOR, 


es to : 


TEHRAN 


G oc 


o c 


era 


BAGDA D. 
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Apart from military action, Iranian Government’s 
easures affecting Kurdistan are these •- 


ost of Kurdish chiefs who 
or in exile during the reign of 
been released. 


were 

the 


in prison 
-Shah have 



hill has heen introduced regarding lands 


acquired hy ex-Shah. 


T^is applies to all parts 


of the country hut affected Kurdistan less than 
some other regions since except for valuable 
Kerind area little land there was acquired 
hy the Shah. Bill is very complicated and 
difficulties are enormous so that results 
are not to he expected soon* 

a local magistrate relaated hy marriage 
Kalhurs has heen appointed as Governor- 
General of Kermanshah and as reported in my 
telegram No* 179 a member of the A?delan 
family has heen made Governor of saqqiz. 

It may he that the latter appointment helped 
to secure peaceful re-occupation of saqqiz 
hy Persian troops hut appointment of Kurdish 



Governors is not universal remedy* 


Kurdish 


districts have heen known to ask for Persian 
officials as more likely to he impartial. 

At the present time at least two Kalhurs are 
competing to become Governors of shahahad. 
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(d) Minister of Justice has promised H.M.Legatlon 
to try to procure Just settlement of cases where 
lands of Bhrdlsh Chiefs were either sold or 


Intending 


exchanged for land elsewhere. + 
hearing Shahbakhtl was said to be 
to shoot some of the captured Kurds as instigators 
of the revolt, Iranian Government issued 
instructions that no executions should be carried 
out except an orders from Tehran. In fact there 
have been I believe no executions. 

2. Some grievances are common to the whole 
population e.g. corrupt officials and over taxation, 
while others are common to all tribal areas 

e.g. +__ chiefs exchange of land and 

transplantation of sections. Iranian Government 
are inclined to say that there are many general 
grievances, but no specified Kurdish grievances, 
but first paragraph above shows that they have not 
contented themselves with a policy of mere 
repression. I do not think we can do better thmi 
encourage the Government in their policy, and urge 
them to send some of their best officials to 


Kurdistan as + 


judges. 


Where suitable 


Kurds can be found, so much the better. It will 
also be necessary to go slowly with conscription 
in Kurdistan. 


3. 


Task is extremely difficult for whereas 


most Iranians are incorrigibly corrupt and 
unconscientlous, Kurdish ideal is plenty of smuggling 
and looting, no Government control and no taxation, 
inimui 



programme which any Government must impose 
viz establishenmt of customs, police, disarmament 
of persons not authorised to carry anas, and 
levying of minimum taxation must appear tyranny to 
Kurds. Greatest difficulty of all in my opinion 
is that of finding reasonably honest officials. 
Situation might ingirove in this respect, if as 
suggested in my telegrams Nos. 174 and 173 Iranian 
Government could secure the services of American 


officials in Revenue and Finance, and American 
Relief workers for organization of food distribution. 
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Persian troops occupied s&Q&lz 
without opposition. Ministry of War st 
that Commanding officer, accompanied, I 
understand, by the new Governor who is a 
Kurd of Ar&el&nl family, went ahead and 
arranged amicably about the occupation. 
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Your telegram No. 172 . 

I asked the M.F.A. this morning whether 


anything further 
that we had made 
Gove rnment • 


2. The U.F.A. said that things were rather 
better; there was an improvement at Tabriz 
and Rezaiyeh and he understood that the Russians 
were taking a stronger line with disturbing 
elementa. 

ft 


had transpired. I mentioned 
some approach to the Soviet 


be tter; 
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I recently received a copy of a proclamation in 
Kurdish signed by "The devotees of the .nation, the committee 
for the Liberation. of Kurdistan in the oity of SauJ Bulaq in 
Mukriyan"• 

Although it is dated 16 Kharmanan - 6th September, 
1941, I do not remember having seen mention of it in any 
reports. It is on a double sheet of lined focfeoap and is the 
carbon oopy of an original written by hand. Wherever the 
words "The union of Soviet Republics" or "The Empire of Great 
Britain" oocur, a space had been left for the words to be 
Inserted in red ink, as is also the reference to "Mr*Churohill 
Prime Minister of Great Britain and Roosevelt President of 
the united States of America". It seems possible that in some 
places e.g. in extract fc) below, the Government referred to 
varied with the locality of distribution. 

♦ 

The proclamation is issued "In thankfulness for 
the liberation of the Kurdish Nation from the bonds of the 
oruelty and violence of the vile Iranian dictatorship". 

Tbe following references are of Interest;- 

(a) "Our relations the Armenians aohievedtheir 
aspirations with the help of the Soviet union". 

(b) "In 1919 with the help of the Government of the 
Empire of Great Britain our brothers of Iraq obtained a 
small portion of the liberty which they desired"* 

(o) "The committee for the Liberation of Kurdistan*- 

in spite of the presence of the dictatorial Iranian Government 
did not abandon its activity and, with the agreement of the 
Bapire of Great Britain, sometimes openly and sometimes secret^ 
continued to strengthen the feeling of patriotism"* 

(d) "The Saadabad Paot was proposed by the Fascist Iran 
for the sole purpose of destroying the Kurds". 

* >. . 1 ; TW‘ ‘ * , l. 4 

(e) A tribute to the good behaviour of the Red AFmj* 

(f) A reference to the eight points of the charter 
Issued by Mr. Churohlll and Mr. Roosevelt on board the Potomac 
and endorsed by the Soviet Union: "The Soviet Government will 
not allow a nation whloh has been liberated by it from its 
misfortunes to be oast again into the chains of captivity 

by others"• 

(g) "The officials left behind among us by the former 

Iranian Administration are only considered to be temporary 
guests with no official status"* V 


(h) "The committee has taken over the entire adminis¬ 
tration of the oountry in accordance with the views" of the 
two Governments. 









» 


(j) "Long live the protectors of the freedom of 

the nations, the Government of the Union of Soviet Republios 
and the Government of the Empire of Great Britain." 



Copy to:- 

C. I. C* I., Baghdad* 

Lieut: colonel W* A* U'on, O.B.E* 




